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who became the dominant personality in British public life for
the twenty years following on the retirement of Peel in 1846.
He had begun his political life as a Tory, and had been
Secretary at War during the long Ministry of Lord Liverpool;
but when Wellington succeeded to the leadership of the party
and declared that he was opposed to Parliamentary Reform
(§ 279), Palmerston went over to the Whigs, and became Foreign
Secretary in the Whig Government which held office from 1830
till 1841. This office gave unlimited scope to his immense
vitality and delight in the details of administration. It has been
said of him that he wras " a Liberal abroad and a Conservative
at home." He had supported Catholic Emancipation and
Parliamentary Reform because he felt that these measures were
imperatively demanded by public opinion—that it would be
political suicide to withstand them; but he took little interest
in the multifarious domestic reforms which were passed into
law during the following years. In his own department, on the
other hand, he carried on the general lines of policy laid down
by Canning, especially the friendly interest in the struggles of
oppressed peoples towards national independence and parlia-
mentary government (§ 273). Nothing pleased him better than
an opportunity to make the power of Britain felt abroad ; and
he scored several notable diplomatic successes at the expense of
foreign Powers (Na 15). This sort of thing made him immensely
popular with his fellow-countrymen, who gave him the affection-
ate nickname of " Pam." His Whig colleagues did not altogether
approve of his methods ; but his popularity was a valuable asset
to them; and when they returned to office in 1846 (on the fall of
Peel (§ 287)) he resumed control of the Foreign Office as a matter
of course.
§ 291. " pam " in hot water.—Circumstances had some-
what changed since his first spell of office, however. Firstly,
Lord John Russell was much more disposed to insist on the
Prime Minister's right to be consulted about foreign affairs than
easy-going old Lord Melbourne had been. Secondly, Victoria

